THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

and at Yannur, in southern India, have Nagas in
attendance.1

That Buddha, and the Buddhist religion, were
intimately connected with serpent-worship has
often been noticed. Indeed all interested in the
subject may convince themselves, of this close
relationship, by a study of Fergusson's beautiful
photographs of the Amravati sculptures, or by
an examination of the sculptures themselves at
the British Museum.

Sakya Buddha was of Solar race and a descen-
dant of Ikshvaku. At the commencement of his
religious career he was sheltered and protected
by the Naga raja Muchalinda.3 Throughout his
life he was on friendly terms with the Naga people.
And, at his death, Naga rajas claimed to share his
relics, and built stupas over them.3

How close was the connexion between Buddhism
and these descendants of the Asuras, we may see
from the Amravati, Sanchi, and other sculptures,
In these the Naga people are shown as engaged
in adoration of Buddha, or Buddhist emblems^; *
and in some instances these emblems arc repre-
sented as being worshipped in the same temple as
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